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Our vision for music 
 

‘Music can change the world, because it can change people’ 
 Bono 

 
At St Agnes', music plays a significant role in the personal and academic development 
of our children. We aim to provide high-quality music education, which enables 
children to develop a life-long love of music, whilst increasing their confidence, 
creativity and communication. We strive to ensure that all pupils are given the 
opportunity to participate in a variety of musical experiences, and that they understand 
and appreciate the importance of music in the wider community. 
Specifically, the curriculum aims to provide children with the opportunity to: 

o Perform, listen to, review and evaluate their own and others music across a 
range of periods, genres and styles. 

o Explore musical terms and notations. 
o Sing and use their voices to express themselves, create and compose music. 
o Learn a music instrument to enable them to create and compose music with 

these instruments. 
o Understand how music is created, produced and communicated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music Development Plan Summary 

Overview  
Detail Information 
Academic year the summary covers 2024-2025 
Date the summary was published July 2024 
Date the summary will be reviewed July 2025 
Name of school music lead Joanne Young 
Name of local music hub North East Music Hub (Gateshead Music 

Service) 
 

1. In the classroom   
NPME features What we do now What we need to do to 

improve 
Timetable high 
quality weekly 
lessons for KS1 and 
KS2 (at least 1 hour 
per week) 

Class teachers deliver weekly music lessons 
following the Gateshead Music Service Scheme in 
EYFS and KS1 and the Charanga curriculum as a 
base in KS2. The curriculum meets the 
requirements of the Model Music Curriculum. 
Lessons are 40 mins each week. The curriculum is 
planned in sequences to allow children to review, 
remember, apply and deepen their understanding of 
the knowledge and skills. Teachers can plan 
lessons to be inclusive of all learners. 
In Early Years, music is also delivered through 
holistic practice as an integral part of the EYFS 
curriculum. Music is planned across the four 
musical areas: Hearing and Listening, Moving and 
Dancing, Vocalising and Singing, Exploring and 
Playing. 
In KS1 pupils develop a love of music through very 
practical lessons, working on listening, creating and 
playing music. 
In KS2 year 4 and 5 children complete a 3 term 
instrument tuition course delivered by our local 
Music Hub: Gateshead Music Service. Y6 receive 1 
term of tuition and Y3 receive 2 terms. They learn 
the ukelele. Lessons also include elements of 
listening, analysis and notation. The curriculum has 
been modified by the Music Lead to ensure that all 
curriculum objectives can be taught alongside the 
instrument tuition. 
 

• Work to develop the 
subject content relating 
more specifically to 
Music Technology. 
Music Lead to liaise with 
Gateshead Music 
Service and Computing 
Lead to investigate 
software that could be 
used in class to support 
teaching. 

 
• Work with EYFS and KS1 
staff to review and develop 
the new Gateshead Music 
Service curriculum. CPD on 
new scheme for EYFS and 
KS1 staff. 
 

Provide access to 
lessons across a 
range of 
instruments and 
voice 

Throughout the curriculum children learn to explore, 
play and create with a wide range of tuned and un-
tuned percussion. In EYFS, children use a range of 
un-tuned percussion instruments. 
 
In KS1 children explore tuned and un-tuned 
percussion within their units of work. This continues 
in KS2, with pupils writing and reading notation to 
play a range of instruments with a focus on the 
glockenspiel. Beginning in year 3, children learn to 
play the ukelele. 
 
Children in all year groups have regular 
opportunities to sing in music lessons and to 

• Review progression in 
instrument tuition within 
the curriculum and 
outline a clear pathway 
for the range of 
instruments children are 
exposed to from KS1 to 
KS2. 

 

 



develop their skills in solo and ensemble singing 
including singing in rounds and two-part harmony. 
 

2. Beyond the 
Classroom 

  

NPME features What we do now What we need to do to 
improve 

Provide access to 
tuition across a 
range of 
instruments and 
voices 

Through curriculum lessons in KS2, our children 
have access to whole class music tuition provided 
by Gateshead Music Service. 

Through tuition provided by private tutors, children 
are offered extra-curricular lessons in guitar and 
piano. Pupils can work towards ABRSM exams.  

Our piano teacher offers weekly one-to-one tuition 
based on the level/grading of each student.  He 
shares the progress and achievements of the 
children and they often perform in whole school 
assemblies to celebrate their musical 
achievements. 

Our guitar teacher delivers small group tuition 
weekly.  These groups will often perform to their 
class or whole school during assembly. They also 
have centre stage at our summer festival, where 
they perform in front of the whole school, governors 
and parents.  The children choose which pieces they 
would like to perform in a group and as a solo.  
These lessons are subsidised for school PP pupils 
through the PP funding. 

Singing and vocal work is well established in school 
with regular singing in school assemblies, liturgical 
celebrations and Masses. 

We have a school choir who continue to perform to 
various audiences throughout the year.  They meet 
weekly as an after-school extra-curriculum lessons 
and they practice for each performance.  They 
perform at the Spring Big Sing at The Glasshouse, 
Gateshead, this is a well-attended concert 
organised by Gateshead music services for school 
across Gateshead. Each event has an annual theme 
with songs and music linked to the theme. Both 
pupils, staff and parents enjoy the prestigious event.  
The school choir also performs to our local resident 
homes during Advent.   

We give a high profile to musical productions 
throughout the year.  We offer 3 Christmas 
productions and one summer festival every year 
with the key focus being singing. 

Some of our children receive music lessons outside 
of school and they will need to be released from 
school to complete grading exams and take part in 
evening performances.  These are promoted in 
school through our proud wall and allowing pupils to 
share their achievements with their peers. 

 

• Increase the uptake of 
instrumental tuition, 
particularly with 
underrepresented 
groups of pupils. Raise 
awareness of financial 
support for tuition (50% 
supplemented for PP 
children). 
 

Offer the 
opportunity to join a 

We currently have a KS2 choir that leads singing in 
school assemblies and participates in external 
music events. They perform at The Spring Sing at 

• Offer of extra-curricular 
Glee Club (vocal 



school choir/vocal 
ensemble 

The Glasshouse and at our school Summer Festival 
as well as at various carol concerts over the 
Christmas period. 
 

ensemble) to begin in 
Autumn Term. 

• Offer of extra-curricular 
singing group for KS1 
children. 

 
 

Offer a school 
ensemble/band 

We currently do not have a formal ensemble or 
band within the school. Pupils do sometimes 
perform as a class at the end of a unit of work. 

Work to develop ensemble, 
initially for end of term 
performances. Offer an 
extra-curricular band club to 
begin in Autumn Term. 

 
Provide space for 
rehearsal/individual 
practice 

Y6 classroom/Breakout room available at break 
times/lunch when supervision is available. 

N/A at present 

Termly school 
performances 

These are well-established at St. Agnes’. We have 3 
Christmas musical theatre performances (EYFS, 
KS1 and KS2) in which all pupils participate. 
In addition, we have a Summer Festival where all 
classes perform musical pieces (singing, 
instrumental or dance) as well as individual and 
ensemble performances from pupils who have 
lessons either at school or outside of school. The 
choir also perform at this Festival along with Dance 
club. 
These are celebrations of our pupils' progress and 
talents and are enjoyed by pupils, staff and parents. 
 

• Assembly performances 
by a different class each 
half term. 

• Giving private tuition 
children more 
opportunity to perform 
with their instruments in 
assembly time. 

• Continue to develop 
these performances, 
particularly musical 
ensembles. 

3. Leadership and 
Management 

  

NPME features What we do now What we need to do 
to improve 

Music Lead is in 
place 

We have a Music Lead in place who oversees the 
planning of the music curriculum and all extra-
curricular music activities. 
 
The Music Lead liaises with Gateshead Music 
Service to organise music tuition and also with the 
private tutors. 
 

• Music Lead to access 
further training from 
local music hub to 
update skills base 
considering MMC and 
guidelines of NPME. 

• Music Lead to carry out 
pupil voice and learning 
walks to get overview of 
current provision to 
inform development. 

 
Staff have access to 
CPD where needed 
to enable 
curriculum to be 
delivered effectively 
and by those with 
subject knowledge 

Staff have received support in school from the 
Music Lead and follow the Charanga curriculum 
which has CPD documents to assist teachers. Staff 
have completed CPD training from Charanga. 

• Music Lead to ask staff 
to complete a survey 
(based around MMC) to 
show where the needs 
are for CPD in terms of 
gaps in subject 
knowledge. 

• Explore the range of free 
CPD provided by 
Gateshead Music 
Service to provide 
additional training to 
non-specialist staff. 

4. Community and 
Partnerships 

  



NPME features What we do now What we need 
to do to 
improve 

Provide 
opportunities for 
children to enjoy 
live music 
performance at 
least once per year 

Our children have the opportunity to enjoy live 
music at our Summer Festival and The Spring Sing 
at The Glasshouse. They also enjoy performances 
from children who engage in Private Music tuition 
during performances in assembly.  

Explore opportunities to 
engage with Royal Northern 
Sinfonia and other musical 
ensembles in the area. 
 

Participate in 
community music 
events 

KS2 pupils attend a 'Big Sing' event at our partner 
secondary school. 
KS2 Choir participate in The Spring Sing where they 
perform at The Glasshouse in Gateshead. 
KS2 choir participate in the local lights switch-on. In 
addition, we visit a local care home and sing to the 
residents. 
 

 

Communicate 
opportunities for 
children to 
participate in 
external music 
events (e.g. 
choirs/ensembles) 

We communicate with our parents via email, 
website and social media to inform them of 
opportunities for our school children to participate 
in a range of extra-curricular activities. 
 

Make links with local singing 
groups e.g. Ryton Singers 

 

 

Key Priority areas for  development for 2024-2025  
Area for development Action Date for Completion 

1. Staff CPD • Music Lead to survey staff to find out 
areas which need more training. 

• Training for KS1 staff for delivery of 
new Gateshead Music Service 
scheme. 

• Music Lead to liaise with Gateshead 
Music Services to access relevant 
CPD opportunities for teaching staff. 

• Staff to stay in and observe 
Gateshead Music Service lessons for 
own CPD. 

Summer 2025 

2. To develop a school 
ensemble group and 
School band 

• KS1 singing group, Glee club and 
School Band to be offered as extra-
curricular clubs in Autumn Term. 
Performances throughout the year 
during assemblies and 
concerts/festivals. 

Autumn 2024 

3. Increase number of 
pupils engaging in 
instrument tuition. 

• Advertising to parents, promoting at 
Summer Festivals, etc 

Ongoing 

4. Use of pupil voice, 
learning walks to 
inform development 
of targets. 

• Music Lead to carry these out in 
autumn term to inform planning/CPD 

Autumn 2024 

   
   

 


