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=~T0 OUR PARISHES OF
ST. MARY & ST. THOMAS AQUINAS’,
STELLA

& ST. AGNES’, CRAWCROOK.

Parishes’ Landline & answering machine: 0191 4142749,
Retired in residence at St. Agnes’, Crawcrook: Rev. Fr. J. James.

12" Sunday of the Year. 21 June, 2026.

Saturday 20t June  Vigil Mass - Stella 5.00 p.m. Dorothy Gunson.
Sunday 215t June 12! of the Year - St. Agnes’ 9.00 a.m. The November Book.
- Stella 10.15 a.m. | Urszula Antosik.
Monday 22" (SS John Fisher & Thomas More) - Stella 9.15a.m. The Holy Souls.
Tuesday 23™ (St. Etheldreda.) - Stella 9.15a.m. | The November Book.
Wednesday 24t (John the Baptist birth) - Stella 9.15a.m. Catherine Cruddas.
Thursday 25t - Stella 9.15a.m. The Holy Souls.
Friday 26t - Stella 9.15a.m. Our Lady’s Intentions.
Saturday 27t June Vigil Mass - Stella 5.00 p.m. Joe Rutherford.
Sunday 28 June SS Peter & Paul - St. Agnes’ 9.00 a.m. The November Book.
- Stella 10.15 a.m. | Kathleen & Alex — Diamond Wedding.

Safeguarding. Our parishes operate in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance, the CSSA and Diocesan policies at all times.
Our Parish reps are:- Rachael Taylor (Stella) & Janet Dale (Crawcrook). The Diocesan Team can be contacted on (0191) 243 3305.

Confessions:- No Confessions this week. Exposition: No Exposition this week.

Please pray for: the sick:— Mark Armstrong; Tommy Carr; Valerie Coleman; Michael Hogan; Avril & Paul Kimmitt
Joyce Madine; Margaret March; Annie O’Connor; Jessica Rich; Natasha Rose; Matthew Stewart; Fr. Alan
MacKnight.

Offertory Procession. This week: Ella Reed & Family (Sat.); Jessica Bott & Family (Sunday);
Next week: Olivia Reed & Family (Sat.); Lola Draper & Family (Sunday).

200 Club Weekly Winner. This week’s winner: L. Baines-Borlace, No. 96. Congratulations Lauren!

First Holy Communions 2025/26 — Thank You!Many thanks to our dedicated teams of
catechists who have given so much of their time this academic year to help to prepare the children of .
our parishes for their First Confession and First Holy Communion. Thank you also to the children’s 7~ 7 /5 °
parents, who have been so supportive of their children and our parishes’ programme. If anyone is C F,rsk,
interested in joining our team of catechists for 2026/27, please do have a word with Fr. Rose. mmun\OO

s\)‘“mer Roff, Stella Summer Raffle. Tickets are on sale— just £1 a strip. Prizes include:- Laphroaig Quarter Cask

e 48% whisky; 1 lite Smirnoff Vodka; Whitney-Neil Hand Crafted 43% Gin; 1 litre Napoleon Brandy;

e Jameson’s Whiskey; 1 litre Baileys; Jose Cuervo Especial Tequila; Spiced 40% Rum; Graham’s
4 __ Ruby Port; Limoncello; Presentation Pack of Wines; Kath Kidston of London Hand Care set.

Thank You! We’re delighted that Fr. James is having a good break this year, taking full advantage of being retired!
His holidays have coincided with Fr. Rose’s annual retreat and Easter break, booked last year. We are, therefore, very
grateful to Canon John for celebrating our weekend Masses and for the daily Mass at Stella.

St. Agnes’ Summer Draw. Message from Norah: Tickets are available now from the back of church. Any prizes
would be very welcome! Thank you in anticipation. Proceeds to parish funds.




STELLA SUMMER FAYRE! The advertising banners are now up on the gates and the railings
- Sunday, 5% July at 2p.m. If you wish to help with the stalls again this year, please do sign up
on the sheet that’s on the table at the back of church.

Have any items for the fayre? Do bring them along to church now. Items can either be left under
the table at the back of church or taken down to the meeting room. Please don’t leave it until the
last minute — it gives us time to get everything organised for the stalls with a little time to spare!

WHY DO SOME PEOPLE BELIEVE IN GOD... BUT AVOID THE CHURCH?

One of the most common things people say today is: “I believe in God... ... but not in the Church.” “I love Jesus, but
I hate religion.” “I pray on my own. I don’t need church.” “God is everywhere, so why should I attend?” Many who
say this are not always atheists. Some still pray. Some read the Bible. Some even admire Jesus deeply. Yet they stay
far from the Church. Why? The answer is more painful, more complicated, and more spiritual than many realize.

1. MANY PEOPLE WERE WOUNDED BY RELIGIOUS PEOPLE. This is one of the biggest reasons. Some
experienced hypocrisy, judgment, manipulation, scandals, abuse, coldness, spiritual pride. The wound became deep.
They expected holiness, but encountered broken humanity. Instead of separating Christ from sinful people, they
abandon the Church entirely. Pain is real. The Church admits that her members, including leaders, can fail terribly.
2. MANY EXPECTED PERFECTION FROM THE CHURCH. This reveals an important misunderstanding. The
Church is holy because Christ is holy, but her members are still sinners in need of grace. The Church has always
contained saints and sinners, faithfulness and betrayal, wheat and weeds. Even among the twelve apostles, there was
Judas. The presence of sinners inside the Church does not prove Christ failed; it proves humanity still needs
redemption.

3. MODERN CULTURE CELEBRATES “PRIVATE SPIRITUALITY.” Today many people prefer spirituality
without commitment. They want comfort without correction, inspiration without accountability, faith without
sacrifice. Christianity was never presented as isolated spirituality. Jesus did not merely gather disconnected
individuals; he formed a visible community, a Church.

4. JESUS DID NOT LEAVE A BOOK ALONE — HE BUILT A CHURCH. Jesus says: “I will build my Church.”
(Matthew 16:18) Not: “I will leave everyone to interpret faith privately.” The New Testament constantly speaks
about: gathering, communion, worship, leadership, sacraments, shared life. Christianity from the beginning was
communal. The Church is not an optional social club added later, it is part of Christ’s mission itself.

5. SOME PEOPLE LOVE THE IDEA OF JESUS BUT RESIST HIS DEMANDS. Many admire Jesus as loving,
merciful, wise and peaceful, but the real Jesus also calls people to repentance, purity, forgiveness, obedience,
sacrifice and the Church constantly reminds people of these difficult truths. So sometimes rejection of the Church is
not only about woundedness, it is also about resistance to authority and conversion.

6. INDIVIDUALISM HAS CHANGED HOW PEOPLE SEE FAITH. Modern society teaches: “Create your own
truth.” “Follow your personal spirituality.” “You answer only to yourself.” Christianity teaches something radically
different. We belong to the Body of Christ. Faith is not merely personal preference, it is communion with God and
with His people.

7. MANY PEOPLE WANT GOD WITHOUT COMMUNITY. Spiritual isolation can become dangerous. Alone,
people easily reshape God into their own image. Community protects truth. This is why throughout history
Christians gathered for:- the Eucharist; teaching; prayer; fellowship. Even the apostles did not live isolated
spirituality.

8. THE CHURCH IS ALSO A PLACE OF HEALING. Ironically, many avoid the Church because people there are
imperfect, but the Church was never meant to be a museum of perfect people. It is more like a hospital for wounded
souls. The Eucharist, confession, prayer, Scripture, community, exist because humanity is broken. A hospital full of
sick people does not prove medicine failed, it proves healing is needed.

9. YET THE CHURCH MUST ALSO EXAMINE HERSELF. This topic requires honesty. Sometimes people leave
because Christians failed to reflect Christ well. Harshness, scandals, corruption, division, lack of compassion —
these have wounded many deeply. The Church must constantly repent, renew herself, and return to Christ, because
when Christians fail in the attempt to resemble Jesus, people struggle to trust the Church carrying His name.

10. THE QUESTION THAT REMAINS. If Jesus still loves His Church despite her wounds, failures, and sinners...
can we truly love Christ while rejecting completely the community He established? The Church is not perfect, but
perhaps that is exactly why Christ came: not to gather flawless people, but to heal broken ones together.

This week’s chuckle!

Yesterday I went to the doctor for my yearly physical. My blood pressure was high, my cholesterol was high, I'd
gained some weight, and I didn't feel so hot. My doctor said eating right doesn't have to be complicated and it would
solve my physical problems. He said just think in colours. Fill your plate with bright colours: greens, yellows, reds,
etc. I went home and ate an entire bowl of M&M's and sure enough, I felt better immediately. I never knew eating
right could be so easy.







